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CHAPTER VI.
COPYING-INK PENCILS AND THEIR
PIGMENTS IN WRITING.
THE so-called copying-ink pencil is a cornpnratively
modern invention, Ibut is now HO extensively used that itH
pigment is of freqjuent occurrence on documents of all
kinds, and a knowledge of its characteristics is, there-
fore, of considerable importance in forensic chemistry.
Early Copying-Ink Pencils. One of the earliest
applications of aniline dyes was in the preparation of
inks which could be used for copying purposes. The
essential difference between ordinary writing and copying
inks has already been described (p. 74), Unlike iron gull
copying inks, which form an insoluble pigment on oxida-
tion, and so will only yield good copies for a short time
after writing, concentrated solutions of aniline dyea
will produce writing which does not undergo any natural
change on exposure to the air for a relatively long period,
and from which, therefore, a copy may be taken nt nny
subsequent period.
Most of the commercial inks of this typo contain Htiga-r,
glycerin, or deliquescent salts to give consistency, and to
prevent their drying up in. open bottles, and various
compositions, patented for the purpose, have boon
described by the writer.1 Methyl violet ban long been
1Inks and their Manufacture, 2nd Ed., 1010, p. SJCKL